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SUBJECT: LETTER TO THE KING OF NEPAL FROM PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE. ORIGINAL BEING 
POUCHED. BEGIN QUOTE: YOUR MAJESTY: I APPRECIATE YOUR 
CORDIAL AND CANDID LETTER ABOUT OUR SHARED GOALS AND 
PRINCIPLES. YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS TEMPERED THE LAW WITH 
COMPASSION IN A WAY THAT SETS AN EXAMPLE FOR ALL OF US. AS 

1 MENTIONED IN MY LAST LETTER, WE HAVE NO INTENTION 

OF INTERFERING IN THE JUDICIAL PROCESSES OF YOUR COUNTRY. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES FULLY RESPECTS EACH 
NATION'S RIGHT TO GUARANTEE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND GOVERN 
ITSELF IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS OWN TRADITIONS. 

WE HOPE THAT ALL COUNTRIES OF SOUTH ASIA WILL CONTINUE TO 
SEARCH FOR PEACE AND STABILITY. THE AREA HAS, IN THE PAST 
FEW YEARS, SEEN A PERCEPTIBLE REDUCTION OF TENSIONS AS 
NATIONS HAVE ADDRESSED CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES IN A COOPERA- 
TIVE MANNER. SOME COUNTRIES OF THE REGION, HOWEVER. HAVE 
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NOW EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE RECENT EVENTS IN AFGHAN- 
ISTAN. I. TOO, AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE TREND OF EVENTS 
AND ABOUT SOVIET INTENTIONS, WITH THEIR POSSIBLE EFFECTS 
ON THE STABILITY OF SOUTH ASIA. WE BELIEVE THAT THE 
WISEST COURSE IS TO TRY TO MAINTAIN LINKS WITH THE NEW 

AFGHAN REGIME; WE HAVE, THEREFORE, INDICATED OUR 
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WILLINGNESS TO WORK WITH THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN SUPPORT 
OF AFGHANISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE 
HAVE STRESSED OUR SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL STABILITY AND 
FOR THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF PROBLEMS AMONG NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES. WE WILL CONTINUE TO WATCH THE SITUATION 
CLOSELY, AND I WILL ASK AMBASSADOR HECK TO KEEP YOU 
INFORMED OF OUR VIEW OF THE SITUATION. I WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL FOR ANY ADVICE THAT YOU MIGHT CARE TO OFFER. 

YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO 
REGIONAL COOPERATION. PEACE. AND STABILITY. THE UNITED 
STATES CONTINUES TO BE INTERESTED IN YOUR PROPOSAL FOR 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE WATERS OF THE EASTERN PART 
OF THE SUB-CONTINENT. I ALSO UELCOME YOUR DECISION TO 
EXAMINE THE POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPING THE KAR’ALI RIVER 
BASIN. WE ARE PREPARED, IF REQUESTED, TO JOIN WITH 
OTHER NATIONS TO COOPERATE WITH NEPAL A’D INDIA ON 
THE STUDIES REQUIRED FOR THIS PROJECT. 

MY COUNTRY REMAINS COMMITTED TO MEETING THE CONCERNS 
YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR LETTER, NAMELY, THAT THE PEOPLE 
OF A NATION RECEIVE A FAIR SHARE OF THE FRUITS OF 
DEVELOPMENT. DEVELOPMENT SHOULD HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT 
ON THE LIVES OF THE RURAL POOR; THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF 
THE PEACE CORPS AND INCREASINGLY, OF A.I.D. OUR JOINT 
PROJECTS TO LIMIT THE DEGRADATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
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AND IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE RAPATI ZONE 
ARE ONE STEP IN THIS DIRECTION. MOREOVER, THE RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS ON WHICH WE ARE COOPERATING SHOULD 
HELP OFFSET THE LOSS OF INCOME THAT SOME SMALL FARMERS 
HAVE FELT SINCE THE ENACTMENT OF NEPAL'S BENEFICIAL 
NARCOTICS LEGISLATION. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION TO VISIT 
YOUR COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH THAT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE, I HOPE THAT WE MAY HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
MEET EACH OTHER AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME AND PLACE. 

IN THE MEANTIME. AMBASSADOR HECK IS KEEPING ME INFORMED 
OF YOUR VIEWS. I DEEPLY APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU 
DIRECTLY. SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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